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my 
-- 


THE 


PROTESTATION 
Isagainſt 


All the unlawfull, and 


violent proceedings and actions, 
intended and praftiſed to hs 


Highneſſe, his Brethren, and nearc 
Kindreds prejudice. 


A 
. 


Particularly, againſt 


Theſecret,and invalidediſpoſitions 


anddecrees of the Emperour,in the cran- 
{lation of the FleQorall dignity and domi- 


nions, upon the Duke of Bavaria, &c. 
Secondly, 


The unlawfull,and vaineEleion of a King 


of the Romans, where his Highnefſe and the 
Eteftour of Triers were excluded. 


Laſtly, 


The violent ny wr alparicn and poſſeſſion of 
he EleRora igniry, | , Voice,and Sefion, 
: by the Duke 7 aw 


B 
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SP 
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TLCED LTH» bt PLES AT LE LETS 


A Protcſtation, eſpccially-being cleare and 
well cxprefſed;eonfaryerh the right of him 
that makethit. Andthough ſuchproteſtati- 
on be'neceffary, yer doth it no wrong, or 

injury 10 1y ONE. Leg fs debiter 4.4.1. D. Qn1bus 
modic pegum. its Bartoll &, ſs quisy 14 5,DStdinterduns 7« 
D.ds R: gioſe.> Janpribus, 


Sampfon, when the Philiſtins tooke his ni from 
him, and gave hey to another, maketh this 
Proteſt ation againſt them, 
4 Cap, 154 Uerh. 2, 


Twlge l-3 
Now ſhall I be more blamelefle than the Philiſtins, 


Or ONS x1 as 

AIRS "1 Ma Bea 

Charles Lodowicke, 
By the grace of God, 

Count Palatine of che Rhiae, 


Archidapifcr, and Prince 'EleGour 
of the ſacred Empire, Duke 
of Bavaria,&c, 


To alkand every one, thatſhall ſee or reade 
cheſe our Lettew Patenes, Greetiog, 


F 1s well knowne 
and manifeſt, not 


onely in the Roman 


Empire , and Germany our 


A3, deare 


(a) 
deare Country, but alſo in all 
Chriſtendome, by the experi- 
ence of thoſe violent actions 
and.ſad eftects of warre, which 
even unto this day are to bee 
ſcene, and by divers writings 
and publique monuments ſet 
forth every where, what man- 
ner of proceeding was uſed, all 
the while theſe heauy trou- 
bles, and civill warres of Ger- 
manie laſted.in the occupation, 
ſurreption, diviſion, diſmem- 


bring, 


(3) 
bring, ſale,grant, and tranſlati- 
on of Cur now waſted Domi- 
'nions and Territories, as well 
as of Our Electorall Dignity, 
Archidapiterſhip , Voice ; 
Royaltes, and other Rights 
thereunto immediately and in 


ſcparably belonging. 
VV hich proccedings .and 


violences being altogether un- 
juſt, intolerable,contrary to all 
right and juſtise, and conſe- 

quently 


(4) 
quently a nulltty, mvalide,and 
without power and force: V\ e 
have juſt cauſe to be ſenſible 
of them,and cothis end co pub- 
Iiſh Our complaints, except1- 
ons and proteftations againſt 


chem, according as necefsity 


and juſtice doth require. -- 


Efpecially;rhat which\grie- 
veth & mot ſenſibly afflictegh 
Vs, as cending to the:greatelt 
prejudice af -Qur owne; {Jur 


Brethren, 


(5) 
Brechren and: neere Kindreds 
Perſons and Righes, is that not 
without great diſhke and ſor- 


row  Wedoe heare and- un; 
derſtand. - | 


k © 0 
- 
- 
& * & 


Firſt of all; how that:in the 
laſt pretended treaty of peace! 
at Prague, without Qur know- 
ledge, 19-the ume of Our mi- 
nority , not being:there, nor 
ſent for,nor heard, amongſt the 
reſt was concluded and agreed 

B upon 


($s) 
uUPOn.,,; tÞa;itbels. dr: poinons 
and pagzions! {ſhould bee and 
remains firmie , ſtable nad va- 
lide,* which-, heretofore were 
made and granted by his Im- 
periall Majeſty, to the Duke 
of Bavaria ; 'and the VVilhel- 
mian Line'and Pofteriry , m 
regardof Our Electorall Do- 
minions and Dignitics,- and 
withall, cdhratthe [aid invalide' 
diſpaſitions 5 - having'bech 
patched 8 compiled topether 


in 


(7) 

in private and ſecretly, hither- 
tounknowne tothe world,and 
as yet not publiſhed im their 
true force and phraſe , inever- 
theleſſe were alledged againſt 
Us, under the pretence, as if 
they had beene allowed and 
confirmed in the ſayd treaty 
of peace; and conſequentlyre- 
ceived by a generall approba- 
tion of all-the ſtates-of the Sa- 
cred Empire, as1it doth mani- 
feſtly appeare inthelaſt anſwer 

B 2 g1ven 


(8) 
given by the Emperour to the 
Earle of Arundel, the Kings 
Majeſty of Great Brittaine His 
Ambaſſadour at R atisbone. 


By vertuie of which diſpoſi- 
tons, Our Right, [unſuictions 
and Þ olc{s10ns,belonging and 
a pp<xtavung unto Vs., Our 
Brethren, and neare Kindred, 
ex primeva G amultaned Inveſt- 
turd ex patlo UP providentid Majo- 


rum, were raviſhed and vio- 


lently 


(9) 


lently-taken from Vs , / and 
transf:rred from Our Houſe 
to:a remote and farre diſtant 
Line and Deſcent , againſt 
all right, lawes, conſlitutt- 
ons of the Empire, cuſtomes 
obſerved in Fiefs of ſuch 
Importance and quality ; 
nay, even againſt the Gol- 
den Bull it ſelle, and 0- 
ther pactions and Imperaall 


priviledges, from many ages 
conferred and confirmed up- 
| B 2 on 


(10) 
on Our EleRorall Houſe, 


Secondly,it much grieveth 
Vs, that at the laſt mecting of 
the Eletours at Ratisbone, 
where the election of a King 
of the Romans was propoun- 
ded and treated, and the King 
of Hungary, Ferdinando of 
Auſtria, choſen and crowned, 
We were not with the reſt of 
Our Co-cleQors, by vertue 
of the'GoldenBull,called and 


invited 


(24) 

mvited; notwithſtandiag thac 
VVe onely ' repreſent and 
bearg the Right, Voice, OE 
fice, and Perſon of the Ele&or 
Palatine, bat VVe were pur- 
polſely, chongh uniuſtly, paſt 
by and excluded , and che 
Duke of Bavaria ſuffered de 
fatto and reallyto uſurpe, and 
| to beare our Ticte , Place, 
Seſfion , Office and Voice, 
igainfigll Law and Taſtice, 


All 


(12) 

All theſe things generally, 
and every one in particular 
being nothing, andaltogether 
invalide, uniuſt, and violent, 
to paſſe by many other nulli- 
tizs, VVe doe eſtceme and ac- 
count the Diſpoſitions above- 
ſaid, and the pretended con- 
cluſfion of peace of no force 
and power,upon this ground, 
becauſe they were continued, 
framed and agrced upon, in 


the time of Our, and Our 


Brethrens 


(13) 
Brethrens minority-, when 
We were abſent and in for- 
raine Countries, having beene 
neither _ called nor heard, 
much lefle accuſed and con- 
viced, beſides, that in them- 
ſelves they are contrary to. all, 
Divineand humane lawes;the 
fundamentall Conſtigutions 
of the Sacred Empire, the or- 
dinary cuſtomes of ;Fiefs of 
ſuch quality,and the manifold 
declarations , which His Im- 


CG periall 


(14) 


periall Majeſty hath made and 
giver under his owne hand 
with full aſfarance , to all the 
Electours, that then were pre- 
ſent, the 23. of February, anno 
16223. and to the King of 
Great Brittame; Our -honow- 
red Gratidfacher of moſt bleſ- 
ſed*memory , few dares after, 
vis. the. 5. of March 1n the 
ſame yeare, / | 


Andw 1cthallthe mnlliyef this 


pre- 


(15) 
prevetided EleRionappeareth, 
in that VVe were. with the E- 
[eQout'sf Triers unjuſtly and 
violently 'excluded and kept 


out fromt, thbugh unca Us 
onely it belongeth by Nature, 


Divine and humane lawes, to 
beare the Name, Ticle,Voice, 
Ottfice., and ,FunRtion of the 
Eletour Palatine , i&-all Im- 
pertall Diets, Electorall mee- 
tings, and generally in all ſo- 
lemne actions of the Empire. 


C 23 Thele 


(16) 
- Theſe inevitable neceſsiues 
obliged 'Vs, to publiſh Our 
exceptions and proteſtations 
in.a ſolemne and legall man- 
er, ſor the maintaining of 
Our unqueſtionable and un- 
doubred Right, Turiſdiction, - 
Princely deſcent, State, and 
Name,again(t all ſuch and.the 
like violent proceedings, 1n- 
tended, determined and pra- 
ciſed ,''to the prejudice and 
diſgrace of Vs,Qur Brethren 


and 


(17) 

and neere Kindred, who were 
never ſo much as called or 
heard in Qur owne cauſe. 

We doe therefore by ver- 
rue of theſe Letters Patents, 
with good adviſe and know- 
| ledge, in the beſt forme and 
wiſe, according to Law and 
Cuſtome, plainely and fully 
proteſt againſt | and contra- 
dict all, both in generall and 
particular , whatſocyer-hath 
been contrived, acted,granted, 
Cz pro- 


(18) 

promiſed,” pronounced, judg- 
ed, publiſhed, diſpoſed, practi- 
ſed and agreed upon, publike- 
ly or privately, with delibera- 
ton and purpole,or ary other | 
way, tothe prejudice , detri- 
ment and damape of L]s, Our 
Brethren, and neare Kindred; 
or whatſoever ſhall or may be 
in time to comes ordained, 


judged, decreed, praQtiſed and 
a&ed; againſt Vs, de faflo and 
really , without Our know- 

ledge, 


(19) 
ledge.,. conſent ard ; appso-- 


bation, 


Particularly,we doe proteſt 
againſt thoſe vaine, imperti- 
nent, and moſt dangerous dil- 
poſitions, and concluſions of 
peace at Prague , againſt che 
haſty, precipitate and unlaw- 
full election of a King of the 
Romans,and above all,againſt 
the violent, unjuſt and hainovs 
uſyrpgtiop,derention,and pri- 


vation 


| 
| 
| 


(20) 


vation made and continued 


by the Duke of Bavaria, in 
keeping backe, raviſhing and 
detaining from Vs, as much 
as lyeth in his power, by his 
uſurpation de fafo, Our E- 
letourſhip, Dominions, Sub- 
jets, Royalties, Fiets, Office, 
Title, V vice and Sefsion. 


Reſerving withall for Us, 
Our Brethren,neere Kindred, 
and all thoſe that have any in- 


tereſt 


(21) 
cereſt zn it, towuſe all fuch law- 
full and condycible meanes, 
attions,gdefences and remedies, 
as are allowed in ſuch caſes,by 
Divine and humane lawes, to 
2ll,chat are thus opprelled, and 
ſufter ſnch wrongs and 1n- 
juries, whh this exprefle de- 
claration and Proteſtation,that 
whereas VVe Our (clves, and 
others for Vs haye hitherto 
tryed and ſought, as much as 
was poſfible , to oome by faire 


D meancs 


(24) 
meanes:to-ithe quice'repofſeſ- 
fion of what belongeth unto 


 Vs,by Nature,and Lawes Dt- 


vineand humane,tipon honeſt 
and tolerable conditions, We 
deſire to be cleareaud blame- 
lefle before Almighey God, 
the whole world,and all poſte- 
rity, of whatſoever may befall 
any .one-in the proſecution 
and maintaining of Our juſt 
and 'lawfall cauſe; for the-ab- 
taining of Cur reſtitution. 
We 


(23) 

VVe doeihkewiſe in theend, 
profeſſe and proteſt before 
God, who knayeth the hearts 
of man, that VVe doe not 1n- 
tend by this our: forced lawfull 
Proteſtation, to derogate any 
thing, from the Highneſſe and 
preheminency of his Imperiall 
Majeſty, whom We are wil- 
ling and ready to honour and 
reyere with moſt humtle and 
conſtant devotion , Or to di- 
maniſh and offend the Rights, 

D 2 - Honours 


(44 ) 
Honours, and Furiſditiornis of 
any State ſoever, having no 
other mtene and ſcope, bue 
more atid more by theſe law- 
full meanesto rtiaimeaine, con- 
firme,and publikely to mani- 
feſt Our innocency,juſt cavſe, 
unqueſtionable R1ght, Here- 
dircy Dignitics, «nd/Jawſall 
poſſeſsions, lteaſt by Our fi. 
lence -and forbearance of thrs 


neceſſary and3uſt- Proteſtatt- 


on, they ſhould be neglected, 


endan- 


(25) 
endangered , or prejudiced, 


 Avgd tothe end, that ths 
Ours Proteſtation , drawne in 
the preſence of a Notary and 
witneſſes, might come to the 
publike knowledge and view 
of the world, and all frivolons 
exceptions and pretences of 
zpnorance be cut off from thoſe 
whom it may concerne, We 
have cauſed it publikely to be 


ſet forth and printed,and have 
already 


A creo. 
——— 
” 


(26) 
already ſent ſome authenticke, 
copies of it to his Imperiall 
Majeſty, and the Princes E- 
letours, under Our owne 


hand and Scale. 


Given at Hampton-court, 


the 27. of Fanuary, 
anno 1637. 


Ye 
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